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Introduction
This policy is based on legislation and advice from the Department for Education (DfE), including:
· Keeping Children Safe in Education (September 2026)
· Working Together to Safeguard Children (2026)
· Alternative Provision: Effective Practice and Post-16 Transition (2017)
· Searching, Screening and Confiscation: Advice for schools (2022)
· Equality Act 2010
· Supporting pupils with medical conditions at school (2015)
· Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice
· Children and Families Act 2014
· Children Act 1989
· Children Act 2004
· Children and Social Work Act 2017
Path Hill Outdoors recognises that children and young people can experience harm from other children and young people. This is known as child-on-child abuse.
Child-on-child abuse is a safeguarding issue. It can happen in person, online, on or off Path Hill Outdoors premises, during or outside Path Hill operating hours, and may involve children who do not attend Path Hill Outdoors.
Path Hill Outdoors adopts an "it could happen here" approach to child-on-child abuse. All concerns are taken seriously and responded to promptly.
The fact that an incident occurs outside Path Hill Outdoors, or involves a child from another setting, does not mean that it is outside our safeguarding responsibilities. Where a concern affects the safety or welfare of a child attending Path Hill Outdoors, it will be considered and responded to in accordance with our Safeguarding Policy.



Policy objectives
This policy outlines what Path Hill Outdoors will do to prevent and respond to all forms of child-on-child abuse.
Path Hill Outdoors is committed to developing an environment where children and young people feel safe, respected and able to report concerns.
Path Hill Outdoors will:
· promote positive, respectful relationships between children and young people;
· recognise and respond to child-on-child abuse as a safeguarding concern;
· provide support to children who experience or are affected by abuse;
· respond appropriately to children who may have caused harm, recognising that they may also have safeguarding needs;
· challenge discriminatory, abusive or harmful behaviour;
· ensure that concerns are reported, recorded and acted upon appropriately;
· work with parents/carers, referrers and other agencies where appropriate.

Links with other Path Hill policies and practices
This policy links with several Path Hill Outdoors policies, practices and action plans, including:
· Safeguarding Policy
· Staff Behaviour Policy
· Prosocial Behaviour Policy
· Use of Physical Intervention Policy
· Complaints Policy
· Confidentiality Policy
· Whistleblowing Policy
· Online Safety, including Mobile Phone Use Policy
· Image Use Policy
· Allegations and Concerns about Adults Flowchart
· Data Protection Policy

Definition of child-on-child abuse
Child-on-child abuse occurs when one or more children or young people cause harm to another child or young person.
It can take place between children of any age and gender and can involve an individual child, a group of children or a group acting towards an individual child.
Child-on-child abuse may include:
· bullying and cyberbullying;
· physical violence or assault;
· threats of violence or intimidation;
· sexual harassment;
· sexual violence;
· harmful sexual behaviour;
· unwanted sexual touching or sexualised behaviour;
· sharing or requesting intimate images or videos;
· sharing intimate images without consent;
· coercion or controlling behaviour;
· abuse within teenage or young people's intimate relationships;
· discriminatory or prejudicial behaviour;
· racist abuse;
· homophobic, biphobic or transphobic abuse;
· disability-related abuse;
· misogynistic behaviour;
· emotional or psychological abuse;
· exclusion or deliberate isolation;
· threats, intimidation or extortion;
· abuse or harassment through social media, messaging services, gaming platforms or other online environments.
The above list is not exhaustive.
Child-on-child abuse can be a single incident or repeated behaviour. A single serious incident can constitute abuse and does not need to be repeated before safeguarding action is taken.

Bullying
Bullying is one form of child-on-child abuse.
Bullying can be defined as behaviour by an individual or a group, repeated over time, that intentionally hurts another individual either physically or emotionally.
Bullying can include:
· name calling;
· taunting;
· mocking;
· making offensive comments;
· kicking or hitting;
· taking or damaging belongings;
· producing offensive graffiti;
· gossiping;
· deliberately excluding someone from groups;
· spreading hurtful or untruthful rumours;
· threatening or intimidating behaviour.
This includes unacceptable behaviours expressed online, sometimes called online or cyberbullying. This can include sending offensive, upsetting or inappropriate messages by phone, text, instant messenger, through gaming, websites, social media sites and apps, and sending offensive or degrading photographs or videos.
Path Hill Outdoors recognises that bullying can have significant and lasting effects on a child's emotional wellbeing, development and ability to engage in education.
Importantly, staff must not assume that an incident is "just bullying". Any concern that may indicate a safeguarding issue must be reported to the DSL.
Sexual harassment, sexual violence and harmful sexual behaviour
Path Hill Outdoors recognises that children and young people can display a range of sexual behaviours and that some behaviours may be developmentally inappropriate, harmful or abusive.
Sexual harassment includes unwanted conduct of a sexual nature which can occur in person or online. Examples may include:
· sexual comments or jokes;
· sexualised name-calling;
· remarks about another person's body or appearance;
· sexualised teasing;
· unwanted sexual comments;
· displaying sexual images;
· online sexual harassment;
· pressuring another child to engage in sexualised behaviour.
Sexual violence includes behaviours such as:
· rape;
· assault by penetration;
· sexual assault.
Harmful sexual behaviour may include sexualised behaviour that is inappropriate, abusive, coercive or harmful to another child.
Where staff become aware of sexualised behaviour or concerns about sexual harassment or sexual violence, they must report the concern to a DSL without delay.
Staff should not attempt to investigate the behaviour themselves or decide whether it is developmentally appropriate or constitutes abuse. The DSL will consider the circumstances and determine the appropriate safeguarding response, seeking specialist or external advice where necessary.
Where there is a report of sexual harassment, sexual violence or harmful sexual behaviour, Path Hill Outdoors will consider the safety and welfare of all children involved.
Online child-on-child abuse
Child-on-child abuse can take place online, including through:
· social media;
· messaging services;
· gaming platforms;
· group chats;
· image and video sharing;
· online forums;
· other digital platforms.
Online abuse may include bullying, harassment, threats, sexual harassment, sharing intimate images, coercion, intimidation or other harmful behaviour.
Path Hill Outdoors will respond to concerns about online child-on-child abuse in the same way as concerns about abuse occurring in person.
See the Online Safety, including Mobile Phone Use Policy.
Sharing of intimate images
Children and young people may be pressured or encouraged to create, request or share intimate images or videos.
Staff must report any concern involving intimate images or videos to the DSL immediately.
Staff must not:
· ask a child to send or forward an intimate image;
· copy, save or forward an intimate image;
· investigate the image themselves;
· show the image to another person unless specifically required as part of an appropriate safeguarding or law-enforcement process.
The DSL will follow the Safeguarding Policy and seek appropriate advice where necessary.
This includes concerns relating to images or videos created or manipulated using artificial intelligence or other technology.

Discriminatory and prejudicial behaviour
Path Hill Outdoors does not tolerate child-on-child abuse or bullying based on protected characteristics or perceived differences.
This includes behaviour relating to:
· race;
· ethnicity;
· nationality;
· religion or belief;
· disability or special educational needs;
· sex or gender;
· sexual orientation;
· gender reassignment;
· pregnancy or maternity;
· age where relevant;
· physical appearance;
· family circumstances;
· caring responsibilities;
· health conditions.
We will challenge discriminatory language and behaviour, including behaviour described as "banter", where it causes harm, is offensive or undermines our expectations of respect and inclusion.

Children with additional vulnerabilities
Path Hill Outdoors recognises that some children may be particularly vulnerable to child-on-child abuse.
This may include children with:
· special educational needs or disabilities;
· communication difficulties;
· additional social, emotional or mental health needs;
· previous experiences of abuse or neglect;
· caring responsibilities;
· experience of being in care;
· other circumstances that may increase their vulnerability.
Path Hill Outdoors will consider the individual needs of each child and provide additional support where appropriate.

Preventing child-on-child abuse
Culture
Path Hill Outdoors is a community that seeks to create an environment promoting mutual respect, consideration and care for others.
We recognise the potential for children with SEND to be disproportionately impacted by bullying and other forms of child-on-child abuse and will implement additional support as required.
In our environment we can openly discuss differences between people that could contribute to bullying or discriminatory behaviour, such as children with different family situations, religion, ethnicity, disability, gender, sexuality or appearance-related differences.
We will challenge behaviour, including "banter", which does not uphold our values of tolerance, non-discrimination and respect towards others.
We will actively create safe spaces for vulnerable children and young people.
We will celebrate success and achievements to promote and build a positive ethos.

Education and awareness
Staff will support children and young people to understand:
· what respectful relationships look like;
· what behaviour is unacceptable;
· how to recognise bullying and abuse;
· how to report concerns;
· how to stay safe online;
· the importance of consent, boundaries and respect;
· the potential impact of harmful behaviour on others.

Policy and support
Our One-to-One programme is, as its name suggests, one student to one member of staff. Our intervention groups average a 4:1 ratio.
This allows us to provide appropriate support to students who have experienced child-on-child abuse and to children whose behaviour may have caused harm.
Our daily briefings and debriefs allow all members of staff to communicate and share concerns.
Responding to child-on-child abuse
Any concern that a child may be experiencing, witnessing or causing child-on-child abuse must be taken seriously and reported to a DSL without delay.
Staff should not wait until they have established whether the behaviour meets the definition of bullying or abuse.
The following steps may be taken when dealing with incidents of child-on-child abuse reported to Path Hill Outdoors:
· If child-on-child abuse is suspected or reported, the incident will be dealt with immediately by the member of staff who has been approached or who witnessed the concern.
· The immediate safety and welfare of all children involved will be considered.
· Concerns will be reported to the DSL without delay.
· The concern will be recorded on CPOMS in accordance with Path Hill Outdoors safeguarding procedures.
· The DSL will assess the concern and determine the appropriate safeguarding response.
· The child who has experienced the alleged abuse will be listened to, supported and involved in decision-making where appropriate.
· Path Hill Outdoors will also consider the welfare and safeguarding needs of the child or children alleged to have caused the harm. Children who cause harm may themselves have experienced abuse, exploitation or other safeguarding concerns.
· Parents/carers and referrers will be informed where appropriate and in accordance with safeguarding, confidentiality and information-sharing requirements.
· Path Hill Outdoors will consider whether additional risk assessments or safety arrangements are required.
· Where appropriate, the DSL will seek advice from or make a referral to children's social care, the police, the LADO or other relevant agencies.
· Where a criminal offence may have occurred, Path Hill Outdoors will seek appropriate advice and involve the police where necessary.
· Appropriate support will be provided to children affected by the incident.
· Any sanctions or consequences will be proportionate and consistent with the Prosocial Behaviour Policy and the individual circumstances of the child.
· Daily briefings and debriefs may be used to ensure that relevant staff are aware of safeguarding concerns, while maintaining confidentiality and sharing information only on a need-to-know basis.
· A clear and precise account of concerns, decisions and actions will be recorded in accordance with existing procedures.


Responding to incidents involving sexual harassment, sexual violence or harmful sexual behaviour
Where an incident involves sexual harassment, sexual violence or harmful sexual behaviour, the DSL will follow the Safeguarding Policy and relevant safeguarding procedures.
The response will consider:
· the immediate safety of all children;
· the wishes and feelings of the child who has experienced the behaviour;
· the needs and safeguarding circumstances of the child alleged to have caused the harm;
· the nature and seriousness of the behaviour;
· the ages and developmental stages of the children;
· whether there is an ongoing risk;
· whether the behaviour has occurred previously;
· whether there are wider safeguarding concerns;
· whether the police or children's social care should be contacted;
· whether additional supervision, separation or other safety measures are required;
· what support each child requires.
Path Hill Outdoors will not make assumptions about the behaviour or dismiss it as "banter", "experimentation" or "children being children".
Where there is uncertainty about the appropriate response, the DSL will seek advice from the appropriate safeguarding agency.

Incidents occurring outside Path Hill Outdoors
Child-on-child abuse may occur:
· outside Path Hill Outdoors;
· outside normal operating hours;
· on the journey to or from Path Hill;
· in the community;
· online;
· at another educational setting;
· between children who attend different settings.
Where Path Hill Outdoors becomes aware of such behaviour and it affects the safety or welfare of a child attending Path Hill, the concern will be considered under this policy and the Safeguarding Policy.
Where appropriate, Path Hill Outdoors will work with the child's school, referrer, parents/carers, children's social care, police and other relevant agencies.

Cyberbullying
See our Online Safety, including Mobile Phone Use Policy.
Concerns about cyberbullying or other online child-on-child abuse must be reported to the DSL and will be dealt with in accordance with this policy, the Safeguarding Policy and Online Safety Policy.

Recording and information sharing
All concerns relating to child-on-child abuse will be recorded accurately and promptly.
Records should include, where relevant:
· the concern or allegation;
· the date and time;
· the children involved;
· what was reported or observed;
· actions taken;
· decisions made;
· the rationale for decisions;
· any referrals or consultations;
· support provided;
· outcomes and follow-up actions.
Information will be shared appropriately and proportionately in accordance with safeguarding and information-sharing requirements.
Data protection must not be used as a reason to prevent appropriate safeguarding information from being shared.

Monitoring and review
Path Hill Outdoors will monitor concerns relating to child-on-child abuse to identify patterns, repeat incidents, vulnerable groups or locations where additional safeguarding measures may be required.
The policy will be reviewed annually or sooner where legislation, statutory guidance or local safeguarding arrangements change.
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Julia Warwick- Director    
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