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	ACTIVITY: USE OF KNIVES, AXES, SAWS AND OTHER TOOLS (NON MECHANICAL)

	Author: 
D. Tridgell
	Latest Review Date: September 2026 ( Julia Warwick)
Review Date: September 2027

	Residual Risk Rating explanation: Where 2 letters are noted – the first letter is considered the primary rating
High (H): High likelihood of occurrence with significant consequence such as hospital treatment or fatality
Medium (M): Medium likelihood of occurrence with a consequence requiring a medical professional
Low (L): Remote likelihood of occurrence or medium likelihood but with minor consequence such as cuts/scrapes/bruises

	NB: The use of sharps is part of the Induction Training for all staff. There are regular opportunities for refreshing skills during each academic year. 

	
Hazards
	
Potential Consequence(s)
	
Control Measures (CM’s):

	Residual Risk Rating
(H / M / L)

	
Sharp blades

	Cuts
	Instructor to be competent in the use of, and know the safety rules for any piece of equipment used 
Instructor to abide by the relevant Operating Procedures
Instructor to ensure that a demonstration of how to use each piece of equipment is completed prior to participant activity
Participant to use protective guards when using axes. This guard can be removed once participant has proved competence 
Instructor to supervise effectively – supervision maybe relaxed once participants have proved competence – if unsure they do not relax supervisory level

	


L/M

	Participants carrying their own knives
	Cuts /misuse
	Students are not permitted to carry their own mora knife, swiss army knife or axe
If students bring knives or axes to PHO they will be removed and stored safely in the office or in the instructor’s rucksack and returned to owner at the end of the session
	[bookmark: _GoBack]L/M

	
Dull & Heavy Equipment (e.g: hammer)


	Bruises & breaks
	Instructor to be competent in the use of, and know the safety rules for any piece of equipment used 
Instructor to abide by the relevant Operating Procedures
Instructor to ensure that a demonstration of how to use each piece of equipment is completed prior to participant activity
Instructor to supervise effectively – supervision maybe relaxed once participants have proved competence – if unsure they do not relax supervisory level
	


L/M

	
Dropping tools

	Cuts, Bruises, Scrapes
	Tools to be carried in the approved manner
Avoid carrying too much equipment
Only carry items you are comfortable carrying
	
L

	
Leaving tools unsupervised

	Cuts, Bruises, Scrapes
	Instructor to ensure that tools are not left unsupervised – tools can be left somewhere ‘safe’ that is not stores as long as they are out of the way of others
Instructors to be vigilant when out on site and return any left items to stores
Instructors to check the area they plan to work in for abandoned equipment
All equipment to be signed in and out of stores
	

L

	
Incorrect Usage

	Cuts, Bruises, Scrapes
	Instructor to be competent in use of, and know the safety rules for any piece of equipment used
Instructor to supervise effectively
Instructor to curtail activity if safe usage rules are not observed
	
L

	
Damaged equipment

	Cuts, Bruises, Scrapes
	Equipment to be checked for safety when signed out and again when signed back in
Faulty equipment to be taken out of service
If equipment develops a fault during use then it’s use must be stopped immediately and equipment taken out of service on return to stores
	
L
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